EXTRA ACTIVITIES

BOTCHAN
NATSUME SOSEKI

Al
YOUNG ADULT READERS

ACTIVITIES

Put these irregular verbs in the correct form.

1 (to take) the train to Kobe, then the boat from
Kobe to Shikoku.

Our boat 2 (to be) very big. A man 3

(to come) in a small boat to the big boat.

We all 4 (to get in). | was first. The man did not have

his shirt. It was hot! The sun was very strong. The water was like a
mirror.

|5 (to find) the train station and 6

(to buy) my ticket. It was very cheap. The train was very small.

| 7 (to get off) after five minutes. That is why the
ticket was cheap, | 8 (to think).

"3yBnoy) g 440 106 £ 3YBNOQ 9 ‘PUNOoy G ‘Ul 106 {7 ‘BWED ¢ ‘SeM g X003 |
“SYIMSNY



EXTRA ACTIVITIES

BOTCHAN
NATSUME SOSEKI

Al
YOUNG ADULT READERS

TEST YOURSELF

What do you know about Botchan, his friends and family?

NAME LIKE BOTCHAN? OTHER INFORMATION

Botchan’s mother

Botchan’s father

Botchan’s brother

Old servant, Kiyo

Botchan’s neighbours

Local farmer




EXTRA ACTIVITIES

Al

TEST YOURSELF

BOTCHAN
NATSUME SOSEKI

YOUNG ADULT READERS

umold

O0A)OL WOJ4 SDUIOD ‘ouowWIy SIy
JOAO 320D UJ9ISOM UIY} B SIedam

Jayoes} Yy

Aibue
KJBA sem Jswiie) sy ajem
ay3 paddojs ueyojog asnedeq

P3P pIdYy sy Ul 831 3y L ON J9Wie) B30T
A|Ing e sem ueyojog ON sinoqyBlau s,ueyosjog
wiy
djay 03 sal] ‘ueydjog Seno] SOA 0AIY ‘QuUeAlss p|O
Auedwod e uj YJom 0} pajuem
416 © 831 ®210A Y61y € sey HIYS pay | pue ysijbul paipnis Jayioig siy
£J9yjoiq siy
N2 ueyodlog aouQ ‘Aep Aiens
1yBnoy Jay3loig siy pue ueyosiog ON Jayzolq s,ueydjog
ueyojog yium Aibue shkem|e
‘palp 8y usym Asuow Aue
ueydjog aAes| 03 Juem Jupig OoN Jayiej s,ueyoljog
BunoA
AKJaA sem ueyojog usym paip
ays ‘Aeuow aAey 0} pJey }Jom
pue Apn3s 03 ueyosjog p|oL OoN Jayjow s,ueyosjog

NOILVIWHOLNI d3HLO

ENVHOLO8 I

dWVN

SYIMSNY



EXTRA ACTIVITIES

STUDENT

BOTCHAN
NATSUME SOSEKI

Al
YOUNG ADULT READERS

FOCUS ON...

An important part of
London will close

A museum in London dedicated to novelist Soseki
Natsume, who spent two years in the British capital,
plans to close in September 2017 due to financial
difficulties amid declining visitors. In 2017 marks 150
years since Soseki’s birth, and the Soseki Museum will
finally close its doors after more than 30 years because
of this anniversary. The museum is located in the city’s
Clapham district in South London, across the street
from one of the lodging houses where Soseki stayed
while in the British capital between 1900 and 1902. It
has more than 2,000 items related to Sdseki including
a copy of a 1901 census by the Public Record Office
of Britain that lists his name and photographs of the district at the time of his

stay. Soseki was sponsored by the Japanese government to study the English
language and British literature during his visit to the country. The museum is open
three days a week between February and September. The number of visitors

has kept dropping and the revenue from its £4 (¥640) entrance fee cannot pay
the museum’s maintenance costs, they say. Soseki described the two years he
spent in London as “the most unpleasant years of my life,” as he suffered from
depression because of the solitude and poverty he experienced while he was in
Britain. However, the torment became the basis of later efforts such as novels
Kokoro (The Heart), Botchan (Little Master) and Wagahai wa neko de aru (I am

a Cat) after returning to Japan, becoming one of the most popular and relevant
novelists of the Meiji Era (1868-1912).

Soseki’'s novels remain famous and his life is still studied by academics. He was
also an authority on British literature and a composer of haiku poetry.



